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This report was prepared to monitor and highlight women’s rights 
violations in areas where women come into contact with the justice 
system in the province of Şanlıurfa between January 1, 2024, and 
December 31, 2025, and to reveal the underlying structural problems 
behind these violations. The study addresses violence against women, 
femicides, suspicious deaths of women, and the functioning of protective 
and preventive mechanisms within a rights-based monitoring approach. 
In the report, women are recognized as rights holders, not as individuals 
in need of protection.

The data used in the report is based on records from the Şanlıurfa Bar 
Association Women’s Rights Center and Women’s Rights Committee, 
limited institutional data shared by OCAS, the Violence Prevention and 
Monitoring Center (ŞÖNİM), and the Provincial Directorate of Family 
and Social Services, as well as client applications from civil society 
organizations and regular media scans. The findings in the report cover 
only cases that are reflected in and accessible to institutional records. 
Considering unreported, invisible, or cases that have been referred to 
judicial authorities but are not accessible within the scope of the report, 
it is accepted that the data presented reflects the minimum level of 
violations experienced.

Şanlıurfa has a relatively closed social structure characterized by strong 
traditional ties and family-centered relationships. Discourses such as 
“preserving family unity,” “honor,” and “privacy” can lead to a significant 
portion of violence against women being dealt with within the family 
and to delays or obstacles in accessing judicial mechanisms. In this 
context, the findings in the report represent only the portion of violations 
that can be tracked through existing data sources, not all violations.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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The findings reveal that violence against women in Şanlıurfa is a 
widespread, multifaceted, and persistent area of rights violations. In 
addition to physical, psychological, sexual, and economic violence, 
threats and stalking cases play a significant role; while femicides 
and suspicious deaths of women constitute the most severe and 
irreversible forms of violence against women. It has been determined 
that a significant proportion of women are unable to access protection 
mechanisms or refrain from using them due to economic dependence, 
social pressures, and doubts about the effectiveness of institutional 
mechanisms, despite the risk to their lives.

Despite the high number of institutional applications and services, it has 
been observed that there is limited sharing of detailed, comprehensive, 
and traceable data on the nature of violence, the protective and 
preventive measures applied, and the outcomes of judicial and 
administrative processes.

This situation increases the risk of impunity and makes it difficult to 
monitor whether the state is effectively fulfilling its positive obligations 
to combat violence against women.

The findings show that violence against women is concentrated in the 
context of intimate relationships and that there are structural barriers in 
the application/protection processes. This report is an evidence-based 
monitoring document prepared to contribute to policy development, 
advocacy, and monitoring activities.
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The “Project to Develop Legal Capacity to Combat Human Rights 
Violations in the Şanlıurfa Region” is a three-year program that aims to 
strengthen the legal capacity of lawyers, bar mechanisms, and local 
civil society in the field of human rights in Şanlıurfa. The main objective 
of the project is to strengthen access to justice, particularly for children, 
women, victims of torture and ill-treatment, and groups exposed to hate 
crimes, to increase the visibility of rights violations, and to improve the 
effectiveness of judicial processes.

The project envisages the establishment of a Human Rights Violations 
Memory Center and Digital Archive Software within the Şanlıurfa Bar 
Association, the creation of thematic human rights violations committees 
consisting of 40 lawyers, and the provision of legal support for at least 
40 cases. Eight of these cases will be pursued using a strategic litigation 
approach, contributing to the creation of precedent-setting decisions 
that can be brought before national and international human rights 
mechanisms.

Project activities are carried out within a multidimensional capacity-
building framework through training programs, field monitoring and 
reporting activities, symposiums, experience-sharing meetings, and 
trainee lawyer programs. In addition, regular data collection, preparation 
of analysis reports, and public awareness-raising in the areas of children’s 
rights, women’s rights, torture and ill-treatment, and hate crimes are 
among the key outputs of the project.

The project is implemented by the Şanlıurfa Bar Association in partnership 
with the Association for Access to Fair Trial (AYHED). The work is supported 
under the European Union Democracy and Human Rights Thematic 
Program (NDICI–Global Europe). The project aims to create a lasting 
impact at the institutional and societal levels to strengthen access to 
justice and effectively combat human rights violations in Şanlıurfa.

ABOUT THE PROJECT



What is the purpose 
of this report?
This report was prepared to reveal the current 
situation regarding human rights violations 
against women in Şanlıurfa province using 
an evidence-based monitoring approach; to 
assess violence against women, femicides, 
and suspicious deaths of women within the 
framework of obligations to prevent, protect, 
and conduct effective investigations; and to 
highlight structural problem areas in this field.

By analyzing the obstacles women encounter 
when interacting with the justice system and 
the functioning of protective and preventive 
mechanisms, the study aims to contribute to 
the development of rights-based, sustainable, 
and monitorable policy processes for public 
institutions and relevant actors.
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This report addresses women’s rights as an integral part of the universal 
human rights system and is based on an approach that recognizes 
women not as individuals in need of protection, but as subjects of rights.

The conceptual and legal framework of the study is based on 
international human rights treaties to which Türkiye is a party, primarily 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW), Council of Europe standards, and national legislation.

CEDAW establishes the elimination of all forms of discrimination against 
women and women’s equal rights with men in all areas of life as a 
binding obligation for states. The monitoring and evaluation activities 
included in the report were carried out in line with the principles of non-
discrimination, the right to life, the right to protection from violence, and 
the right to access to justice. In this context, violence against women, 
femicides, and suspicious deaths of women were addressed not only as 
individual crimes but also as serious human rights violations that directly 
violate women’s rights to equality and security.

In this context, the report, in line with General Recommendation No. 35 
of the CEDAW Committee, recognizes gender-based violence against 
women as a form of discrimination and a serious human rights violation; it 
is based on the state’s duty of care to prevent, protect, conduct effective 
investigations, and combat impunity.  

CONCEPTUAL AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Conduct 
Effective 

Investigations

Prevent

Combat 
Impunity

Protect
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The report addresses women’s rights violations not as isolated incidents 
but in the context of gender inequality, structural power relations, 
economic vulnerability, and inadequate protective and preventive 
mechanisms. The monitoring activity focuses not only on the 
consequences of violations but also on the systemic and institutional 
problems that make these violations possible. This approach is based 
on the recognition that preventing violence against women is possible 
not only through punishment but also through effective prevention and 
protection policies.

The legal basis for the report is provided by international human 
rights treaties to which Türkiye is a party and which have become 
part of domestic law pursuant to Article 90 of the Constitution. In this 
context, CEDAW, the European Convention on Human Rights, and the 
case law of the European Court of Human Rights on violence against 
women have been taken as a basis. Despite Türkiye’s withdrawal from 
the Istanbul Convention, positive obligations regarding the prevention 
of violence against women, the protection of victims, the conduct of 
effective investigations, and the fight against impunity continue within 
the framework of other international human rights treaties that are part 
of domestic law pursuant to Article 90 of the Constitution and the case 
law of the European Court of Human Rights.

At the national level, the fundamental legislation on the protection of 
women’s rights, primarily the Constitution of the Republic of Türkiye, 
Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the Family and the Prevention of 
Violence Against Women, the Turkish Penal Code, and the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, has been taken as a basis. The report specifically 
evaluates the implementation of Law No. 6284 in terms of protective and 
preventive measures through judicial and administrative processes. The 
reviews show that, despite the existing legislation, there are significant 
structural problems in terms of access, effectiveness, and continuity in 
practice.

This report is not an audit or judicial review document; it constitutes a 
rights-based monitoring activity centered on women’s rights. The aim is 
not to make a legal assessment of individual cases but to reveal, based on 
evidence, the state’s positive obligations, the practical implementation 
of the legislation, and the structural barriers women face in accessing 
justice.
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This report is based on a multi-source data collection and analysis process 
conducted to monitor violations of women’s rights in the province of Şanlıurfa. 
The study was prepared on the basis of using both quantitative and qualitative 
data sources in order to assess both the visible and invisible dimensions of 
violence against women.

The primary data sources for the report consist of the records of the Şanlıurfa 
Bar Association Women’s Rights Center and Women’s Rights Committee, 
OCAS, monitoring and follow-up files reflected in the bar association, and 
limited institutional data shared by the Violence Prevention and Monitoring 
Center (ŞÖNİM) and the Provincial Directorate of Family and Social Services. 
Within this scope, cases of violence against women, female homicides, and 
suspicious female deaths were examined.

Secondary data sources consist of regular media scans, client applications 
from civil society organizations, and interviews with relevant institutions. 
Media scans were used to identify cases of femicide and suspicious deaths of 
women in particular.

The monitoring activity used in the report is primarily based on desk-based 
data collection methods. The limited nature of field-based monitoring 
activities made it difficult to identify aspects of violence against women that 
are not reflected in judicial and institutional records, constituting one of the 
key methodological limitations of the study. The failure to receive responses 
to a significant portion of requests for data from public institutions resulted in 
limitations in terms of the accessibility, detail, and completeness of the data.

In interviews with lawyers and applicants, the obligation to maintain 
confidentiality and the limited sharing of data under the Personal Data 
Protection Law (KVKK) were another factor affecting the depth of qualitative 
data. Nevertheless, limited but meaningful qualitative information was 
obtained, observing ethical principles and victim rights. In addition, reports 
received from lawyers and members of the Women’s Rights Committee 
through the communication channels of the Şanlıurfa Bar Association were 
regularly recorded.

When evaluating the findings, in addition to institutional records, application-
based and anonymized data shared by the Yaşamevi Women’s Solidarity 
Association in 2024 and 2025 were also considered as a complementary source.

The data included in the report was collected between January 1, 2024, and 
December 31, 2025. Some of the files collected that were transferred to the 
judicial process and turned into lawsuits were included in the monitoring 
and follow-up work within the scope of the project for which the report was 
prepared.

METHOD AND DATA SOURCES
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The findings in this section have been evaluated based on the data sources 
specified in the methodology section of the report. The data obtained reveal 
that violence against women in Şanlıurfa is a widespread and persistent area of 
rights violation.

Violence against women manifests itself in physical, psychological, sexual, 
and economic forms, and these types of violence are often experienced 
together. Psychological and economic violence can remain invisible for a long 
time because they do not directly involve physical violence; they gradually 
restrict women’s social relationships, economic independence, and freedom 
of movement.

The available data indicate that violence occurs largely in the context of close 
relationships and within the family. Violence perpetrated by spouses, ex-
spouses, or partners accounts for a significant proportion of cases.

This situation shows that violence against women mostly occurs within the 
private sphere and is reflected late or not at all in judicial and institutional 
mechanisms.

A significant proportion of women exposed to violence do not use official 
channels for reporting due to economic and social dependency relationships 
and distrust in the effectiveness of institutional mechanisms. The findings 
presented in this section are limited to accessible and recordable cases.

When all findings are evaluated together, it is evident that violence against 
women in Şanlıurfa should be addressed not as isolated incidents but as a 
phenomenon linked to gender inequality, power relations, and structural 
problems.

THE APPEARANCE AND TYPES 
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Distribution of Types of Violence Against Women

2024 2025

Note: Şanlıurfa Bar Association Women’s Rights Center applications, Ocas and media scans

Violence against 
women (intentional/
simple assault, threats, 
deprivation of liberty)

Sexual harassment

Sexual assault

Attempted suicide

97
90

19

8

17
16

7
9
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The assessments in this section are based on limited and fragmented 
information obtained from regular media scans, records from the 
Şanlıurfa Bar Association Women’s Rights Center and Women’s Rights 
Committee, and civil society organizations. Femicides and suspicious 
deaths of women constitute the most severe and irreversible forms of 
violence against women.

The cases examined show that female homicides largely occur in the 
context of intimate relationships. Homicides committed by spouses, ex-
spouses, or partners are prominent; this situation reveals that women’s 
right to life is violated in the very places where they should feel safest. 
In some cases, the death is recorded as a suicide or accident, but the 
circumstances of the incident appear suspicious.

There are serious concerns that suspicious female deaths are not 
investigated in all their aspects and from a gender perspective. The 
failure to conduct effective and thorough investigations, the limited 
collection of evidence, and the quick classification of incidents as 
suicides or accidents increase the risk of impunity.

Femicides and suspicious deaths of women should be considered not 
only as individual crimes but also as a structural problem area linked to 
the failure to prevent violence against women, the failure to implement 
protective and preventive mechanisms in a timely manner, and the 
failure to adequately monitor risks. These cases are among the key 
indicators measuring the effectiveness of the state’s positive obligations 
to protect women’s right to life.

FEMININE MURDERS AND SUSPICIOUS 
FEMININE DEATHS: VIOLATIONS OF THE 
RIGHT TO LIFE
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Female Homicides and Suspicious Female Deaths (2024–2025, Şanlıurfa)

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

Femicide

Femicide

Femicide

Femicide

Suspicious death of a woman

Femicide

Femicide

Femicide

Femicide

Femicide

Femicide

Suspicious death of a woman

Merkez (City Center)

Siverek

Haliliye

Bozova

Siverek

Haliliye

Karaköprü

Eyyübiye

No district information

Merkez (City Center)

Merkez (City Center)

Eyyübiye

No information

28

No information

38

19

43

35

27

No information

No information

No information

No information

Year District AgeEvent Type

Note: This table was prepared based on the records of the Şanlıurfa Bar Association 
Women’s Rights Committee and media scans for the 2024–2025 period. Due to 
limitations in institutional data sharing and some cases not being reflected in the public 
sphere, the table reflects the minimum level of cases that could be identified.
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The main institutional mechanisms in the fight against violence against 
women are the protective and preventive measures envisaged under 
Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the Family and the Prevention of 
Violence Against Women, and the services provided through Violence 
Prevention and Monitoring Centers (ŞÖNİM). These mechanisms were 
established to prevent violence and to protect and support victims.

The number of institutional applications in Şanlıurfa shows that women 
turn to these mechanisms to a certain extent when they are exposed 
to violence. However, the available data reveals that the sharing of 
detailed, comprehensive, and traceable data on the nature, duration, 
effectiveness, and results of the measures taken is limited. This 
situation makes it difficult to assess the actual impact of the protection 
mechanisms.

Protective and preventive measures under Law No. 6284

Although the removal, protection, and other measures ordered under 
Law No. 6284 are of vital importance in some cases, problems such as the 
failure to take these measures in a timely manner, the lack of effective 
monitoring, or the failure to apply sufficient and deterrent sanctions 
despite violations are noteworthy. This situation weakens the capacity 
to prevent the recurrence of violence and negatively affects women’s 
trust in the justice system.

Violence prevention and monitoring centers (ŞÖNİM) practices

Although the psychosocial support, referral, and temporary shelter 
services provided by ŞÖNİM are important, there is limited data on the 
accessibility, continuity, and implementation of these services based 
on individual risk assessments. Lack of inter-agency coordination and 
insufficient data sharing prevent the comprehensive and traceable 
evaluation of protection processes.

INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS 
AND PROTECTION MEASURES
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Monitoring findings show that despite the 
existence of institutional mechanisms to combat 
violence against women in Şanlıurfa, there are 
structural problems in terms of effectiveness, 
oversight, and monitoring. It is vital for the 
protection of women’s right to life that 
protective and preventive measures are not only 
included in legislation but are also implemented 
effectively, in a timely manner, and in practice.
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Structural problems that arise in judicial processes related to violence 
against women, femicides, and suspicious deaths of women are among 
the key factors that increase the risk of impunity. The cases examined show 
that investigation and prosecution processes are not always conducted 
in an effective, comprehensive, and gender-sensitive manner.

In some cases, investigations were launched late, evidence collection 
processes were limited, and the incidents were not investigated in all 
their aspects. Particularly in cases of violence against women, the failure 
to adequately support the statements of victims and failure to deepen 
risk assessments weaken the deterrent effect of the judicial process.

In cases of female homicides and suspicious female deaths, the 
rapid classification of incidents as suicides or accidents and the early 
formation of opinions in this direction are incompatible with the 
obligation to conduct effective investigations. This approach makes it 
difficult to uncover the stories of violence behind the incidents, previous 
complaints, and possible institutional negligence.

The perception of impunity is not limited to perpetrators going 
unpunished; it also creates a structural effect that undermines women’s 
trust in the justice system and weakens their willingness to use complaint 
mechanisms. This situation creates a serious and persistent risk area in 
terms of preventing violence against women.

The findings reveal that effective investigation, accountability, and 
combating impunity in the fight against violence against women are not 
only a judicial requirement but also an integral part of the state’s positive 
obligations to protect women’s right to life and human dignity.

RISK OF IMPUNITY AND THE OBLIGATION 
TO CONDUCT EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATIONS
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A total of 9 case files were actively monitored by the Women’s Rights 
Committee of the Şanlıurfa Bar Association during the period 01.01.2024–
31.12.2025. The monitored cases relate to violence against women, sexual 
assault and sexual abuse, violations under Law No. 6284, femicides, and 
suspicious deaths of women.

In some of the monitored cases, women were subjected to severe 
and persistent physical violence by their spouses, ex-spouses, or family 
members; in some cases, this violence was accompanied by crimes 
such as robbery, deprivation of liberty, and threats. The fact that long 
prison sentences were handed down by criminal courts in some of 
these cases is an exceptional example in terms of the deterrent effect of 
judicial intervention.

The files monitored by the Committee also include cases of sexual abuse 
within the family and sexual assault and harassment against women. 
In these files, the lengthy investigation and prosecution processes, 
the acquittal of some cases, and the limited application of detention 
measures stand out as factors that increase the risk of impunity.

A significant portion of the cases monitored involve femicides and 
suspicious deaths of women. In these cases, the initial classification of 
the incidents as suicides or accidents, followed by the deepening of 
the investigation on suspicion of murder, indicates that the obligation 
to conduct effective investigations was implemented belatedly. In 
some cases, the prolonged release of defendants on bail is a factor that 
undermines the sense of justice for the victims’ relatives.

The cases monitored by the Committee also include cases of sexual 
abuse of women with disabilities or women with communication 
difficulties. These cases highlight the insufficiency of special sensitivity 
and support mechanisms in judicial processes.

The Women’s Rights Committee’s case monitoring work is not limited 
to following individual cases; it also serves as an important monitoring 
function in terms of the effectiveness of protective and preventive 
mechanisms, judicial practices, the risk of impunity, and the reflection of 
a gender perspective in judicial processes. These cases are among the 
key examples that substantiate the report’s findings and inform policy 
recommendations.

CASES MONITORED BY THE 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS COMMITTEE
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Cases Monitored by the Women’s Rights Committee (01.01.2024 – 31.12.2025)

Physical and 
Psychological 
Violence 
Against Women 
(Aggravated)

Sexual Assault and 
Sexual Harassment 
(Domestic and 
third parties)

Femicide

Suspicious Death 
of a Woman

Total

2

3

3

1

9

Prosecution – 
Decision stage 
/ Decision 
made

Investigation / 
Prosecution

Prosecution

Prosecution

Domestic violence, 
multiple offenses, history of 
long-term violence

Evidence assessment, risk of 
acquittal, protection of the 
victim

Limited application of 
detention measures

Effective investigation, 
misclassification at the 
initial stage

File 
Type

Judicial /
Investigation Stage

Key Issue 
Area

Number 
of Files



20 Women’s Rights Violations Monitoring Report

The findings obtained within the scope of this report reveal that violence 
against women, female homicides, and suspicious female deaths in 
Şanlıurfa are a widespread, multifaceted, and persistent problem area. 
The data examined shows that violence largely occurs in the context of 
close relationships and within the family, and that women’s right to life, 
bodily integrity, and human dignity are violated in the most fundamental 
areas.

It is understood that a significant portion of violence against women 
continues without being brought to official reporting mechanisms; it 
remains invisible due to economic and social dependency relationships, 
social pressures, and distrust in the effectiveness of institutional 
mechanisms. This situation indicates that the report’s findings are limited 
to accessible and recordable cases.

Assessments of female homicides and suspicious deaths of women 
indicate that effective investigation and accountability mechanisms 
are not sufficiently implemented in every case. Failure to implement 
protective and preventive measures in a timely and effective manner 
increases the risk of impunity, which has the effect of weakening public 
responsibility for preventing violence against women.

The cases monitored by the Women’s Rights Committee of the Şanlıurfa 
Bar Association clearly reveal the structural problems in judicial processes, 
the inadequacies of protection mechanisms in practice, and the limited 
reflection of the gender perspective in judicial practices. These cases 
confirm that violence against women is not limited to isolated incidents; 
it is a structural problem area linked to gender inequality, economic 
vulnerability, and institutional deficiencies.

When all findings are evaluated together, it is concluded that 
combating violence against women in Şanlıurfa cannot be limited to 
judicial measures alone; it is imperative that protective, preventive, and 
monitoring mechanisms be strengthened through a holistic, sustainable 
approach that centers women’s needs.

CONCLUSION AND OVERALL 
ASSESSMENT



Effective Implementation of Protective and Preventive Measures

Protective and preventive measures provided under Law No. 6284 should 
be implemented in a timely, effective, and verifiable manner based on 
concrete risk assessments; deterrent sanctions against violations of these 
measures should be enforced without delay.

Strengthening Effective Investigation and Accountability

Investigations into violence against women, femicides, and suspicious 
deaths of women should be conducted ex officio, in a thorough and 
gender-sensitive manner; superficial assessments based on classifying 
incidents as suicides or accidents at the initial stage should be avoided.

Combating Impunity

Protective measures such as arrest, judicial control, and removal should 
be applied after being assessed in accordance with concrete risks; 
practices that weaken deterrence in judicial processes should be ended. 
Practices that fuel the risk of impunity should be monitored regularly 
and systematically.

Strengthening Institutional Coordination

Regular, institutionalized, and transparent coordination mechanisms 
should be established between the SHONIM, law enforcement, 
prosecutors, courts, bar associations, and civil society organizations. 
Protection processes should be approached holistically rather than 
through individual interventions.

Data Collection, Monitoring, and Increasing Transparency

Data on cases of violence against women should be collected in a 
regular, detailed, and traceable manner, including the type of violence, 
measures taken, violations of measures, and outcomes of the process; 
institutional data sharing should be strengthened.

POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION 
RECOMMENDATIONS



Mechanisms for Women with Special Support Needs

Accessible, supportive, and non-discriminatory mechanisms should be 
established in judicial and administrative processes for women with 
disabilities, women who have difficulty communicating, and migrant 
and refugee women; practices that strengthen these groups’ access to 
justice should be widespread.

Strengthening the Role of Bar Associations and Civil Society

The monitoring, litigation, and advocacy activities of Bar Association 
Women’s Rights Committees and women’s organizations should be 
institutionally supported; the data and experiences generated by these 
structures in the field should be effectively incorporated into policy 
development processes.

Preventive Social Policies and Awareness-Raising Activities

In combating violence against women, not only judicial but also 
preventive and social policies should be strengthened; education and 
awareness-raising activities centered on gender equality should be 
widespread.
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This report reveals that violence against women, femicides, and 
suspicious deaths of women in Şanlıurfa constitute a widespread, 
persistent, and structural area of rights violations. The findings show 
that existing protective and preventive mechanisms are not effectively 
implemented in every case and that there are significant gaps in 
effective investigation, accountability, and monitoring processes.

In order to achieve lasting and effective results in the fight against 
violence against women, it is imperative to adopt an approach that is 
not solely focused on judicial processes, but is preventive, protective, 
and monitoring-based. This report calls on public institutions, judicial 
bodies, local governments, and all relevant stakeholders to fulfill their 
obligations to protect women’s right to life and human dignity, to monitor 
practices in a regular and transparent manner, and to take responsibility 
for addressing structural problems in this area.

GENERAL CONCLUSION AND 
CALL FOR MONITORING



The assessments in this report are based 
on data that was accessible, recordable, 

and verifiable during the period 
01.01.2024–31.12.2025. Due to the significant 
underreporting of violence against women 

and limitations in data sharing by public 
institutions, it is acknowledged that the 

findings reflect the minimum level of 
violations that occurred. This methodological 

limitation forms the general framework 
applicable to all sections of the report. 

During the data collection and analysis 
process, personal data protection, victim 

safety, and ethical principles were observed; 
information relating to individual files was 
anonymized for evaluation. The analyses 

in the report were prepared not to make a 
legal assessment of individual cases, but to 

highlight structural problem areas, contribute 
to monitoring activities, and inform policy 

development processes.

Methodological Note
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International Documents
•	 United Nations, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
•	 CEDAW Committee, General Recommendations (particularly No. 19 and 

No. 35 – Violence against Women).
•	 United Nations, Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 

Women.
•	 Council of Europe, Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence 

Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention).
•	 Council of Europe, Recommendations on Combating Violence Against 

Women and GREVIO Reports.
•	 United Nations, Guiding Principles on Justice and Protection Mechanisms 

for Women Victims of Violence.
•	 United Nations, Special Rapporteur Reports on Femicide and Suspicious 

Deaths of Women.

National Legislation
•	 Constitution of the Republic of Türkiye.
•	 Turkish Penal Code No. 5237.
•	 Code of Criminal Procedure No. 5271.
•	 Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the Family and the Prevention of 

Violence against Women.
•	 Child Protection Law No. 5395 (in terms of intersecting victimization of 

women and children).
•	 International treaties to which Türkiye is a party (Constitution, Art. 90).

Data Sources
•	 Records of the Şanlıurfa Bar Association Women’s Rights Center (2024–

2025).
•	 Records of the Şanlıurfa Bar Association Women’s Rights Committee 

(2024-2025).
•	 Records of the Şanlıurfa Bar Association Criminal Procedure Code Service 

and OCAS (2024-2025).
•	 Limited data shared by the Violence Prevention and Monitoring Center 

(ŞÖNİM).
•	 Data from the Şanlıurfa Governorate Directorate of Family and Social 

Services.
•	 Data on clients and monitoring from the Yaşamevi Women’s Solidarity 

Association (2024–2025).
•	 Media scans (2024–2025).
•	 Interviews with civil society organizations and relevant public institutions.

REFERENCES
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•	 A petition prepared by Attorney Gökhan Dayık on behalf of 
the Şanlıurfa Bar Association was sent to the Şanlıurfa Violence 
Prevention and Monitoring Center with a letter dated 13.01.2025, 
numbered E-28331974-622.03-2218, signed by the Bar Secretary. In the 
aforementioned application, the number of cases and applications 
regarding violence against women between January 1, 2024, and 
December 31, 2024 was requested under the Right to Information Act.

•	 In its response dated January 14, 2025, ŞÖNİM stated that, according 
to the Family Information System and archive records, there were 708 
applications during the specified period.

•	 During the oral interviews, it was reported that support was provided 
to women within the scope of these applications and that the necessary 
measures were taken.

•	 In the written response dated December 15, 2025 from the Şanlıurfa 
Governorate Family and Social Services Provincial Directorate, it was 
stated that 552 women received services from women’s shelters 
throughout the province between January 1, 2025, and December 12, 
2025.

•	 Data obtained from the Yaşamevi Women’s Solidarity Association for 
the 2024–2025 period is summarized as follows:

	º Total applications: 165 people
	º Received psychological counseling: 25 people
	º Received legal counseling: 50 people
	º Referred for legal assistance: 25 persons
	º Referred to the Provincial Directorate of Social Assistance and Family 

and Social Services: 5 persons
	º Referred to ŞÖNİM: 10 persons
	º Applied for job support: 20 persons
	º Referred to a health institution: 10 persons

APPENDIX: Note on Data Sharing and 
Institutional Information Requests
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Key Findings and Policy Recommendations 
in the Field of Women’s Rights (2024–2025)

Field Monitoring 
Findings

Policy/Implementation 
Recommendations

Violence 
Against 
Women

Femicide

Suspicious 
Female 
Deaths

Protective 
Measures 
(6284)

Institutional 
Data and 
Transparency

Risk of 
Impunity

Bar 
Association 
Case 
Tracking

It is observed that violence 
largely occurs within the 
context of domestic and 
intimate relationships; a 
significant portion of cases 
are not reflected in official 
reports.

It has been determined 
that most femicides are 
committed by spouses, ex-
spouses, or partners.

In some cases, deaths 
are initially classified as 
suicides or accidents. 

There are cases where 
protective measures 
are not taken in a timely 
manner or where sanctions 
remain ineffective despite 
violations. 

The sharing of traceable 
data on the nature of 
violence, measures taken, 
and process outcomes is 
limited. 

Delays in investigation 
processes and 
shortcomings in evidence 
collection increase the risk 
of impunity.

Cases monitored by 
the Women’s Rights 
Committee reveal 
structural problems.

Early risk detection, 
preventive social policies, 
and strengthening of referral 
mechanisms for invisible 
forms of violence.

Strengthening risk 
monitoring mechanisms and 
implementing preventive 
protection measures.

Effective investigation 
obligations must be carried 
out from the outset with a 
gender perspective.

Regular monitoring of the 
implementation of measures 
and prompt enforcement of 
deterrent sanctions in cases of 
violation

Standardization of institutional 
data collection and sharing 
processes and increased 
transparency.

Strengthening accountability 
and deterrence in 
investigation and prosecution 
processes

Institutional support for 
the monitoring and case 
tracking capacity of the Bar 
Association and civil society 
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