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This report was prepared to monitor human rights violations in areas
where children come into contact with the justice systemin the province
of Sanliurfa between lanuary 1, 2024, and December 31, 2025. The study
comprehensively addresses children involved in crime, child sexual
abuse, sexual intercourse with minors, child deaths, and the impact of
the justice system on children. The report is based on an approach that
recognizes children as rights holders rather than individuals in need of
protection.

The data used in the study were obtained from the Sanliurfa Bar
Association's CMK Service and OCAS records, cases reflected in the
Sanliurfa Bar Association's Children's Rights Commission, interviews with
lawyers registered with the bar association, regular media scans, and
interviews with non-governmental organizations and public institutions.

Sanliurfa harbors multi-layered risk areas in terms of children's rights due
to its high child population, rapid population growth, intense migration
movements, and deep socio-economic inequalities. According to TUIK
data, Sanliurfa has the highest total fertility rate among provinces in 2023
and 2024 (3.27-3.28). Despite the high child population, protective and
preventive services for children are not sufficiently strengthened. The
agriculture-based economy, seasonal agricultural labor, and proximity
to the border lead to children entering the workforce at an early age,
resulting in interruptions to their education and their presence in public
spaces without supervision.

The province's traditional and family-centered social structure causes a
significant portion of violations against children to be hidden within the
family and not reflected in the judicial authorities. In particular, sexual
abuse, early marriage, and domestic violations are rendered invisible by
discourses of "shame," "honor," and "privacy." Therefore, the data in the
report represents only the portion of violations that are reflected in the
justice system, not all violations.
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Gender roles significantly influence how children come into contact
with the justice system. While boys are more likely to be involved
in the judicial process as children in conflict with the law, girls are
predominantly victims of crimes against sexual integrity. This situation
shows that girls are at higher risk of sexual abuse and early marriage.

The findings in the report reveal that children's contact with the justice
system is widespread and largely preventable. Most children involved in
crime are included in the judicial process without access to adequate
social support mechanisms. In cases involving sexual offenses, it is
observed that investigation processes are not conducted effectively
and that decisions not to prosecute are common. The main reasons
for non-prosecution include lack of complaint, insufficient evidence,
assessments of criminal responsibility, and repeated investigations.
This situation increases the risk of impunity and leads to secondary
victimization for children.

The child deaths mentioned in the report are due to preventable
causes such as traffic accidents, work accidents, falls from heights,
irrigation channels, and firearms. These deaths reveal the inadequacy of
preventive mechanisms to protect children's right to life.

When all findings are evaluated together, it is seen that child rights
violations in Sanliurfa are not isolated incidents but rather a structural
problem area linked to poverty, migration, traditional social structures,
and institutional inadequacies. This report is an evidence-based
monitoring tool prepared for the purpose of developing policies,
advocacy, and strengthening child-friendly justice practices aimed at
protecting children's rights.
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This report was prepared to highlight
the current situation regarding
children's rights violations in Sanliurfa,
identify structural problem areas,

and contribute to the development
of child-friendly justice policies.

The report serves as a reference
document for advocacy activities,
policy development processes, and
monitoring mechanisms.
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The "Project to Develop Legal Capacity to Combat Human Rights
Violations in the Sanliurfa Region" is a three-year program that aims to
strengthen the leqgal capacity of lawyers, bar association mechanisms,
andlocal civil society in the field of human rightsin Sanliurfa. The project's
main goal is to strengthen access to justice, especially for children,
women, victims of torture and ill-treatment, and groups exposed to hate
crimes, to increase the visibility of rights violations, and to improve the
effectiveness of judicial processes.

The project envisages the establishment of a Human Rights Violations
Memory Center and Digital Archive Software within the Sanliurfa
Bar Association, the formation of thematic human rights violations
committees consisting of 40 lawyers, and the provision of legal support
for at least 40 cases. Eight of these cases will be pursued using a strategic
litigation approach, contributing to the creation of precedent-setting
decisions that can be brought before national and international human
rights mechanisms.

Project activities are carried out within a multidimensional capacity-
building framework through training programs, field monitoring and
reporting activities, symposiums, experience-sharing meetings, and
trainee lawyer programs. In addition, reqular data collection, preparation
of analysis reports, and public awareness-raising in the areas of children's
rights, women's rights, torture and ill-treatment, and hate crimes are
among the key outputs of the project.

The projectisimplemented by the Sanliurfa Bar Associationin partnership
with the Association for Access to Fair Trial (AYHED). The work is supported
under the European Union Democracy and Human Rights Thematic
Program (NDICI-Global Europe). The project aims to create a lasting
impact at the institutional and societal levels to strengthen access to
justice and effectively combat human rights violations in Sanliurfa.
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This report addresses children's rights as an integral part of the universal
human rights system, adopting an approach that recognizes children
not as individuals in need of protection, but as rights holders. The
conceptual and legal framework of the study is based on the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), international
human rights treaties to which Turkiye is a party, Council of Europe
standards, and national leqislation.

The CRC defines children's rights around four fundamental principles:
non-discrimination, the best interests of the child, the right to life,
survival, and development, and the right to participation. All monitoring
and evaluation processes in the report were conducted in line with
these principles. The principle of the best interests of the child was
considered as the fundamental criterion in all administrative and judicial
processes concerning children; the principle of non-discrimination
was evaluated, particularly in the context of girls being at higher risk
in certain types of crimes. Child deaths and cases of severe neglect
and risk were addressed within the scope of the right to life, survival,
and development; within the framework of the right to participation,
attention was drawn to the fact that children are often left in a passive
position in judicial processes.
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Thereportaddresses violations of children'srights not asisolated incidents
but in the context of structural inequalities, institutional inadequacies,
and the dysfunction of protective mechanisms. The monitoring activity
focuses not only on the consequences of violations but also on the
systemic problems that enable them.

The legal basis for the report is provided by international human rights
treaties to which Turkiye is a party and which have become part of
domestic law pursuant to Article 90 of the Constitution. In this context,
the UNCRC, the General Comments of the UN Committee on the Rights
of the Child, the Council of Europe's standards on child-friendly justice,
and treaties on the protection of children from sexual exploitation and
abuse have been taken as a basis. These documents stipulate clear
obligations for states to protect children from secondary victimization
in their contact with the justice system, to apply deprivation of liberty
only as a last resort, and to develop child-specific procedures and
mechanisms.

At the national level, the fundamental legislation on the protection of
children's rights, primarily the Constitution of the Republic of Turkiye, the
Child Protection Law, the Turkish Penal Code, and the Criminal Procedure
Code, has been taken as a basis. The report specifically assesses the
compliance of the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Child Protection
Law with child rights standards through field applications. The reviews
show that current practices contain significant structural gaps in
terms of the principles of the best interests of the child, consent, and
participation.

This report is not an audit or judicial review document; it constitutes a
rights-based monitoring activity centered on children's rights. The study
was prepared as an evidence-based advocacy tool aiming to reveal the
state's positive obligations, the practical implementation of legislation,
and the structural barriers children encounter in accessing justice.
Furthermore, the report was not prepared to conduct a legal assessment
of individual cases, but to highlight structural problems.
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Thisreport is based on a multi-source data collection and analysis process
conducted to monitor violations of children's rights in the province of
Sanliurfa. The study was prepared on the basis of using both quantitative
and qualitative data sources in order to assess both the visible and
invisible dimensions of the violations.

for the report consist of the records of the
Sanliurfa Bar Association CMK Service and OCAS (Automatic CMK
Assignment System) and cases reflected in the Sanliurfa Bar Association
Children's Rights Commission. In this context, files related to children
involved in crime, child sexual abuse, and sexual relations with minors
were examined. consist of reqgular media
monitoring, interviews with civil society organizations and relevant
public institutions, and limited field observations. Media monitoring was
used primarily to identify cases related to child deaths.

The monitoring activity used in the report is primarily based on desk-
based data collection methods. The limited nature of field-based
monitoring activities made it difficult to identify violations, particularly
those not reflected in the judicial process, and constituted one of the
main methodological limitations of the study. The failure to receive
responses to most of the requests for data from public institutions
resulted in the data used being limited in terms of accessibility and
integrity.

In one-on-one interviews with lawyers, the obligation to maintain
confidentiality and the limited sharing of data under the Personal
Data Protection Law (KVKK) were another factor affecting the depth
of qualitative data. Nevertheless, limited qualitative information was
obtained in accordance with ethical principles and victim rights. In
addition, reports received from lawyers through the communication
channels of the Sanliurfa Bar Association and data submitted to the
Children's Rights Commission were reqularly recorded.

The data included in the report was collected between lanuary 1, 2024,
and December 31, 2025. Ten cases of child rights violations identified
during this period are being monitored at all stages of the legal process
by lawyers appointed by the Sanliurfa Bar Association under the Effective
Advocacy Project.
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Findings and Analysis

The findings in this section are based on data obtained from the Sanliurfa
Bar Association CMK Service and OCAS records. CCI data does not refer
to the number of individual children but rather the number of files/cases
reflected in the judicial system. Since the same child may be involved in
the judicial process with more than one file, the data shows the intensity
and nature of children's contact with the justice system.

General Overview

Data obtained between lanuary 1, 2024, and December 22, 2025, reveals
that children's contact with the justice system in Sanliurfa is widespread
and continuous. The number of files examined in three-month periods
indicates a marked increase in the last quarter of the year. This trend
raises questions about whether children have sufficient access to social
support and preventive mechanisms before they enter the judicial
process.

Boysarerepresentedinthe vast majority of juvenile case files. This situation
is related to boys' early entry into the public sphere, participation in
working life, and increased contact with the streets in line with gender
roles. Boys are therefore more visible in the judicial system in terms of
both violence and contact with crime.

Although the number of IFC files relating to girls is relatively low, this
does not mean that girls do not come into contact with crime. On the
contrary, it is considered that girls are reflected in the judicial system
to a more limited extent due to domestic control, family control, and
invisibility. Therefore, IFC data should be interpreted taking into account
gender-based visibility differences.
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Number of Files Related to Children Involved in Crime (3-Month Periods, 2024-2025)

Screening Period

Year (3 Months) Boys Girls Total
2024 January - March 785 25 810
April — lune 713 13 726

July - September 691 41 732

October — December 997 48 1045

2024 Total 3186 127 3313
2025 January - March 838 39 877
April — lune 588 72 660

July - September 458 52 510

October — December 548 77 625

2025 Total 2432 240 2672

Note: The table contains data obtained from the Sanliurfa Bar Association CMK Service and
OCAS records. The data shows the number of files/cases reflected in the judicial system,
not the number of individual children. It is possible for the same child to be involved in the
judicial process with more than one file. Therefore, the table aims to show the intensity of
children's contact with the justice system and its seasonal distribution.
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When examining the distribution by district, it is seen that the number
of files related to children involved in crime is higher in the districts
of Virangehir, Siverek, Birecik, Akgakale, Surug, and Ceylanpinar. These
districts stand out due to structural risk factors such as high youth
population rates, significant levels of poverty and unemployment, and
the prevalence of seasonal agricultural labor.

The district distribution shows that involvement in crime is directly
related to socio-economic conditions rather than individual behavior.
Children dropping out of school early, entering the workforce, and
being unsupervised in public spaces are among the key factors that
increase the risk of involvement in crime.

Distribution of Files Related to Children Involved in Crime
by District and Gender (2024-2025)

District

Akgakale
Birecik
Bozova

Ceylanpinar
Halfeti
Harran
Hilvan
Siverek
Surug

Virangehir
Central
(Eyyubiye,

Haliliye,
Karakopru)

Total 127

Note: The data reflects the number of files/cases and does not reflect the number of
individual children.
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Judicial Processes and Child-Friendly lustice

In a significant portion of SSC files, children are directly involved in
the judicial process without sufficient social investigation reports and
psychosocial support mechanisms. In most cases, the deprivation of
children's liberty is not considered a last resort.

The lack of detention centers and educational facilities specifically
for children in Sanliurfa leads to children being transferred to other
provinces, primarily Kayseri. This situation causes children to be separated
from their families and social environments and increases the risk of the
judicial process creating secondary trauma for children.

Structural Assessment

SSC data shows that preventive mechanisms for the protection of
children in Sanliurfa are inadequate. Children's involvement in crime
should be addressed not as an individual choice or moral weakness,
but as a result of structural causes such as poverty, disengagement
from education, child labor, migration, and lack of social support. In
this context, the phenomenon of being drawn into crime should be
considered a multidimensional child rights issue that falls within the
remit not only of the criminal justice system but also of education, social
services, and local governments.
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Findings and Analysis

The findingsin this section are based on OCAS and Sanliurfa Bar Association
CMK Service records. Data on child sexual abuse refers to the number of
individual victimized children, not the number of cases. This preference
was specifically considered due to the personal and direct nature of the
victimization.

General Overview

Between lanuary 1, 2024, and December 31, 2025, mandatory defense
attorneys were appointed for 1,008 victimized children in cases of child
sexual abuse. Of these victimized children, 134 are not citizens of the
Republic of Turkiye. These data indicate the prevalence of the risk of
sexual abuse of children in Sanliurfa and the high number of cases
reflected in the judicial system.

Current Status of Child Sexual Abuse Cases

Stage Number of Cases
Investigation 553
Prosecution [l] 220
Dismissal ] 224
Statute of limitations 3

Lack of Jurisdiction [Jjj 8

Total 1008

Note: The table shows the current status of cases in the judicial process for which
mandatory defense attorneys have been appointed in relation to the crime of child
sexual abuse.
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Distribution of Victims of Child Sexual Abuse Crimes by Gender and Year

500
414
405
400
Girls
300 W coys
200 Total 1008
111
100 B
O ]
2024 2025

Note: The data shows the number of individual child victims, not the number of files.

Distribution of Child Sexual Abuse Victims by Nationality

2024 2025
Total 525 Total 483

Turkish Citizen

B roreign nationals
(primarily Syrian children, as
well as Afghan, Iraqi, etc.)

463 411 Total 1008

Note: Data on foreign children is limited to cases reflected in the judicial system.

When these tables are evaluated together, it is seen that a significant
portion of child sexual abuse cases remain in the investigation phase
for a long time and that the rates of non-prosecution are striking. The
concentration of victimization on qirls and the significant proportion
of foreign children reveal that sexual abuse must be addressed in the
context of gender inequality and disadvantage.
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Gender and Age Context

Girls constitute the vast majority of child victims of sexual abuse. This
situation shows that girls are more vulnerable to sexual violence due
to practices of early marriage, power relations within the family, the
discourse of consent, and traditional social norms. Sexual abuse against
girls emerges as a structural problem area directly related to gender
inequality, beyond individual criminal acts. Although boys also experience
sexual abuse, it is reflected in the judicial system to a more limited extent
due to social pressure, stigmatization, and masculine norms. This situation
shows that the sexual abuse experienced by boys remains largely invisible
and that they face additional barriers in accessing justice mechanisms.

The young age of victimized children seriously limits their capacity to
express what they have experienced, make sense of the process, and
participate effectively in judicial proceedings. This situation highlights
the imperative of fully implementing child-friendly justice principles at
all stages.

Observations Regarding Investigation Processes

In a significant portion of sexual abuse cases, investigation processes are
protracted, and children are forced to give statements multiple times.
This situation causes the judicial process to become exhausting for
children rather than protective.

It has been observed that psychosocial support, taking statements
with the assistance of experts, and child-specific procedures are not
sufficiently implemented in the investigation stages; in most cases, the
child's statements alone are not considered sufficient. The limited use of
expert reports and the inadequacy of child-specific evidence collection
methods undermine the principle of effective investigation.

These practices increase the risk of secondary victimization for children

in contact with the justice system and undermine the nature of the
judicial process as a safe space for children.
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Structural Assessment

Findings on child sexual abuse in Sanliurfa indicate that this area of
violation is a structural problem related to poverty, traditional social
structures, early marriage practices, and inadequate protective
mechanisms, rather than isolated cases. In cases reflected in the judicial
process, it is seen that effective investigation and child-friendly justice
principles are not sufficiently implemented, and that a comprehensive
protection approach integrating social services, education, and
preventive mechanisms has not been established.

Therefore, child sexual abuse is a multidimensional area of child rights
violations that must be addressed not only through individual criminal
acts but also in the context of power relations and institutional gaps.

Non-Prosecution Decisions and the Risk of Impunity

The assessments in this section are based on the justifications of 23 files
selected from non-prosecution decisions related to the crime of child
sexual abuse between January 1, 2024, and December 22, 2025, which
we were able to examine. The aim is to highlight recurring structural
problems in investigation practices.

Reasons for Non-Prosecution in Child Sexual Abuse Cases (n=23)

Lack of criminal responsibility (TCK 31/1) 9
No complaint filed [l 7

Insufficient evidence [JJj 4

Repeated investigation 2

Absence of criminal elements . 1

Total 23

In the reviewed non-prosecution decisions, the reasons are concentrated
under specific headings. The grounds of lack of criminal responsibility, absence
of complaint, and insufficient evidence are repeated in the majority of the
files. This situation indicates that social services and monitoring mechanisms
aimed at protecting the child are not systematically put into effect during
the investigation process; the closure of the criminal investigation is often not
accompanied by a complementary process in terms of protecting the child.
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Findings and Analysis

The assessments in this section are based on OCAS records and files in
which mandatory defense attorneys were appointed for child victims in
cases of sexual intercourse with a minor. The data refers to the numlber
of individual child victims, not the number of files.

General Overview

OCAS data shows that sexual intercourse with a minor crimes were
significantly concentrated among girls in both years. When the data
for 2024 and 2025 are evaluated together, it is seen that victimization is
continuous and exhibits a gender-based pattern.

Distribution of Victims of Sexual Relations with Minors

by Year and Gender

500

363
400 319 682 Girls
200 712 Total
100

N
O J
2024 2025

Note: The data shows the number of individual victimized children, not the number of files.
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Gender and Comparative Assessment

The clear majority of qirls involved in this type of crime demonstrates
that it is directly related to gender inequality. Early marriage practices,
family pressure, economic dependence, and traditional norms push girls
into @ more vulnerable position in such relationships. The relatively low
number of male victims is related to the significant invisibility of violations
against boys.

When data on sexual intercourse with a minor is evaluated alongside
findings on child sexual abuse, a clear overlap between the two types
of crime is observed. Particularly in the case of girls, it is considered that
some cases are treated as sexual intercourse with a minor rather than
sexual abuse due to the requirement of consent and the condition of
complaint. This situation indicates that sexual abuse is normalized under
certain conditions and that the judicial system struggles to protect the
best interests of the child.

Observations Regarding Investigation Processes

In a significant portion of cases involving sexual relations with minors,
it is observed that the investigation processes are not supported
by adequate protective measures for the victimized children. The
withdrawal of complaints or failure to file them leads to the early closure
of cases; effective protection and monitoring mechanisms for victimized
children are not put in place. This situation increases the risk of children
being exposed to similar violations again.

Structural Assessment

Findings related to the crime of sexual intercourse with a minor indicate
that existing legal and institutional mechanisms are inadequate in
protecting children's sexual inviolability. This type of crime, especially
in relation to girls, stands out as an area where sexual abuse is invisible
and the risk of impunity is increased. For this reason, the crime of sexual
intercourse with a minor should be addressed not only through individual
cases but also within the framework of gender, childhood, and power
relations.
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The decisions not to prosecute in investigations conducted in Sanliurfa
regarding sexual abuse of children and sexual intercourse with minors
show that the risk of impunity has become . An
examination based on OCAS data points to fundamental problems such
as the ineffective conduct of investigation processes, limited evidence
collection practices, and inadequate child-focused legal assessments.

Decisions not to prosecute frequently cite

,and the need for
While these grounds may have legal basis individually, taken collectively,
they reveal a failure to fulfill the duty of care to effectively protect
children.

The requirement for a complaint to initiate an investigation in cases of
sexual relations with minors and certain sexual abuse crimes creates a
serious for children. In the files examined, it was observed
that investigations were closed on the grounds that the victimized child
did not file acomplaint or withdraw the complaint. However, factors such
as family pressure, kinship with the perpetrator, economic dependence,
and fear of social stigma often prevent children from actually using the
complaint mechanism. Therefore, the strict application of the complaint
requirement weakens the principle of the best interests of the child.

The grounds of , which are frequently
invoked in decisions not to prosecute, eliminate criminal liability for
the perpetrator but also require the implementation of protective,
supportive, and monitoring mechanisms for the child victim. However, in
practice, it is observed that social service interventions and monitoring
processes for children are not sufficiently implemented following such
decisions. This situation leads to the invisibility of violations and an
increased risk of recurrence.

Children being forced to testify multiple times in judicial proceedings,
statements not taken with the assistance of experts, lengthy
investigations, and cases ending without prosecution increase

In particular, cases ending without prosecution
reinforce the perception that what happened to children is not taken
seriously and undermine trust in the justice system.
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In accordance with the standards of the United
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child
and the Council of Europe, avoiding practices

that lead to impunity in children's contact
with the justice system and preventing
secondary victimization are among the
positive obligations of the state. The practices
examined in Sanliurfa show that these
obligations are not being adequately fulfilled.
The risk of impunity does not only mean that
the perpetrator is not punished; it also results in
children not being effectively protected. This
situation is not limited to judicial processes;
it can lead to serious and irreversible
consequences for children's right to life.

S
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Information on Cases Monitored by
the Children's Rights Committee

During the reporting period, a total of 11 cases were
monitored by the Children's Rights Committee
established within the scope of the project, and active
participation in legal proceedings was ensured in these
cases. The majority of the monitored cases concerned
crimes against the sexual integrity of children and acts
of ill-treatment and abuse against children.

The Committee attended hearings in the cases
it monitored and observed the investigation and
prosecution processes, particularly with regard to the
implementation of protective and supportive measures
and the compliance of the trials with the perspective of
children's rights. Some of the cases examined resulted
in convictions, some continued with ftrial without
detention or acquittal, and some cases are still ongoing.

The monitored cases enabled the Committee to make
observations based on concrete cases within the scope
ofitsmonitoring activitiesand provided complementary
data that made the structural assessments in the report
visible in the field.

The cases monitored by the Committee will be
reported separately in the future within the scope of
monitoring activities conducted from a child rights
perspective and shared with the public.



The child deaths examined in this report occurred as a result of
preventable risks, inadequate supervision, and ineffective protective
mechanisms, rather than individual negligence.

Distribution of Child Deaths by Cause

Child death caused by a parent 2

Child deaths due to preventable [l 38
accidents

Child deaths resulting from violence . 1
between third parties

Child deaths due to fires occurring in 1
care facilities

Child death due to peer violence . 1
Child death due to suicide 1
Child deaths related to child labor . 5

Child death due to drowning in irrigation [l 7
channels without safety measures

Total 56

Note: Data is limited to child deaths identified through reqular media scans and reported
to the public.

Data obtained through reqgular media scans reveal that child deaths
largely occur in public areas or in environments that are not adequately
supervised. In this context, child deaths due to work accidents, traffic
and agricultural vehicle accidents, drowning in irrigation channels,
incidents at private rehabilitation centers, and the use of firearms have
been identified.

Although direct applications to the Sanliurfa Bar Association regarding
child deaths are limited, families have been contacted in cases reported
in the media; files for which consent has been obtained have been
followed up by the Sanliurfa Bar Association Children's Rights Commission
and Committee. In the event of a discrepancy between data obtained
from media scans, bar association records, and civil society organizations,
the first data obtained has been taken as the basis.
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Child deaths are not merely incidents that can be assessed within the
scope of criminal law; they are fundamental indicators of the extent to
which the state has fulfilled its positive obligations to protect the child's
right to life.

Preventable Risks, Structural Neglect,
and Accountability Issues

The child deaths examined in this report point to structural problems
directly related to preventable risks, inadequate supervision, and
ineffective protective mechanisms, rather than individual negligence.
Data obtained through reqular media scans and bar association records
show that child deaths occur largely in public spaces or in environments
that are not adequately supervised. Workplace accidents, accidents
involving traffic and agricultural vehicles, drowning incidents inirrigation
channels, deaths occurring in the context of child labor, fires in care
institutions, and incidents resulting from the use of firearms are among
the leading risk areas.

The failure to take the necessary safety measures, particularly in areas
where children are in frequent contact, such as irrigation channels,
construction sites, and agricultural production areas, reveals that the
public responsibility to protect children from dangerous environments
is not being adequately fulfilled. In regions where seasonal agricultural
work is prevalent, the early involvement of children in working life
increases risks such as dropping out of education and being unsupervised
in public spaces; this situation shows that effective and continuous
monitoring mechanisms have not been established to combat child
labor.

Some child deaths are caused by the use of firearms at weddings and
similar mass events. The social normalization of qun ownership and
the inadequacy of controls and sanctions on individual gun ownership
create serious and predictable risks to children's right to life. Such cases
point to a structural problem that must be addressed not only in terms
of individual responsibilities but also in the context of public prevention
obligations.
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Cases involving children with disabilities constitute an area of particular
sensitivity in the context of child deaths. The inability of children with
disabilities to access safe living conditions, the inadequate supervision
of care services, and the failure to make the necessary physical and
environmental adjustments lead to serious violations of rights that
are incompatible with the principles of non-discrimination and equal
protection. This situation demonstrates that positive obligations to
protect the right to life of children with disabilities are not being
effectively fulfilled.

An examination of judicial processes related to child deaths reveals
that investigations are often limited in scope, assessments of fault and
responsibility are not thorough, and in some cases, decisions are made
not to prosecute. These practices lead to child deaths being treated
as isolated incidents and structural risks being rendered invisible,
thereby reinforcing the perception of impunity. Child deaths are not
only cases that can be assessed within the scope of criminal law; they
are fundamental indicators of the extent to which the state fulfills its
positive obligations to protect the child's right to life.

Child deaths constitute the most
severe and irreversible consequences
of child rights violations in Sanliurfa.
The findings in the report reveal
that children's right to life is not
effectively protected and that
preventive public policies are
inadequate. Therefore, child deaths
are a fundamental problem area that
must be addressed at the center of
policy and practice recommendations
regarding children's rights.
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The findings obtained in this report reveal that children's contact with
the justice system in Sanliurfa is widespread, multidimensional, and
intertwined with structural problems. Data on children involved in crime
show that contact with the judicial system occurs largely through boys;
girls are clearly at higher risk in cases of child sexual abuse and sexual
relations with minors.

The fact that the data on children involved in crime refers to the numlber
of files/cases indicates that the same child may be involved in the
judicial process more than once. This situation shows that the justice
system often has a cyclical and damaging effect on children rather than
a restorative one.

Data on child sexual abuse and sexual intercourse with minors directly
reflects the number of child victims. The significantly higher rate of
victimization among qgirls is directly related to early marriages, gender
inequality, traditional norms, and the concealment of violations.

Reviews of non-prosecution decisions reveal that reasons such as lack
of criminal responsibility, complaint requirement, insufficient evidence,
and duplicate records are frequently used. This situation shows that a
significant portion of violations against children face the risk of impunity;
particularly in complaint-based crimes, the principle of the best interests
of the child is not sufficiently observed.

The child deaths mentioned in the report stem largely from preventable
causes such as work accidents, traffic and agricultural vehicle accidents,
irrigation channels, and the use of firearms. These findings clearly reveal
the inadequacy of protective and preventive mechanisms for children.

When all these data are evaluated together, it is concluded that child

rights violations in Sanliurfa are not isolated incidents but rather a
structural, persistent, and multi-actor problem area.
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Methodological
Note

The assessments in this report are
based primarily on data reflected in
the judicial system and accessible
data. Considering the existence of
unreported violations or those not
reflected in the judicial process, it
should be noted that the findings of
the report reflect the minimum visible

level of child rights violations.
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1. Strengthening Child-Friendly
Justice

- Children's statements should
be taken once, with the
assistance of an expert, and
recorded; repeated questioning
should be discontinued.

- Child-specific procedures and
spaces should be made more
common in prosecution and
court processes, and the risk of
secondary victimization should
be reduced.

2, Combating Impunity and

Effective Investigation

- The principle of ex officio
investigation in sexual offenses
aqgainst children should be
strengthened.

- In complaint-based crimes, it
should be specifically assessed
whether the child's statement
was made of their own free will.

- In cases that result in non-
prosecution, social services and
monitoring mechanisms aimed
at protecting the child must be
mandatory.

3. Preventive Approaches for
Children Involved in Crime

- Restorative justice models
should be developed instead of
punishment-focused practices.

- Education, psychosocial
support, and family-based
interventions should be
widespread.

- Deprivation of liberty should be
applied as an exceptional and last
resort measure for children.

4, Institutional Infrastructure and
Local Capacity

- Child-specific detention and
education center infrastructure
should be established in Sanliurfa.
- The practice of transferring
children to other provinces
should be made exceptional.

5. Combating Sexual Abuse of
Children

- Institutional coordination
between health, education, social
services, and judicial units should
be strengthened.

- School-based monitoring
mechanisms should be expanded
for the early identification of
children at risk.

- Awareness and information
campaigns targeting children and
families should be increased.

6. Data, Monitoring, and
Transparency

- OCAS and CMK data should
be reqgularly analyzed by age,
gender, and district.

- Data sharing between the Bar
Association, public institutions,
and civil society should be
institutionalized.

+ Monitoring reports on
children's rights should be made
periodically.



This report reveals that violations of children's
rights in Sanliurfa are widespread, structural,
and persistent. The protection of children
is possible not only through criminal law
instruments but also through social, economic,
and institutional policies.

It is clear that violations will continue unless
a system is established in which children
are recognized as rights holders, secondary
victimizationin judicial processesis prevented,
and impunity is effectively combated.
Therefore, the report calls on public
institutions, local governments, judicial bodies,
and civil society to take joint responsibility
for the protection of children's rights and to
strengthen monitoring mechanismes.
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International Documents

- United Nations, Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

- UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comments (Nos.
5,10, 13, 19, 24, 25).

- Council of Europe, Guide on Child-Friendly Justice.

- Council of Europe, Convention on the Protection of Children against
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention).

- United Nations, Guide for Justice for Child Victims and Witnesses of
Crime.

- United Nations, Beijing Rules, Havana Rules, and Bangkok Rules.

National Legislation

- Constitution of the Republic of Turkiye.

- Child Protection Law No. 5395.

- Turkish Criminal Code No. 5237.

- Criminal Procedure Law No. 5271.

- Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the Family and the Prevention of
Violence Against Women.

Data Sources

- Sanliurfa Bar Association CMK Service and OCAS records (2024-
2025).

- Records of the Sanliurfa Bar Association Children's Rights
Commission.

- Media scans (2024-2025).

- Interviews with civil society organizations and relevant public
institutions.

- Turkish Statistical Institute (TUIK), Fertility Rate Statistics (2023, 2024).
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Report Finding

Data on children
involved in crime is
based on the number
of files/cases; the same
child may be involved
in the judicial process
more than once.

Identified
Structural Issue

The justice system
has a cyclical and
damaging effect on
children rather than a
restorative one.

Policy/Implementation
Recommendation

Restorative justice
models should be
developed instead of
punishment-focused
approaches.

The vast majority of
juvenile delinquency
files relate to boys.

Inadequacy of
preventive social policies
and early intervention
mechanisms.

Education, psychosocial
support, and family-
based preventive
interventions should be
widespread.

The vast majority of
victims in cases of
child sexual abuse and
sexual relations with
minors are girls.

Gender inequality,
early marriage, and
traditional norms.

School-based
monitoring and early
detection mechanisms
for children at risk should
be strengthened.

Investigations into cases
of sexual abuse and
sexual relations with
minors are being closed
due to the requirement
to file a complaint.

Prioritizing procedural
requirements over the
best interests of the
child.

In complaint-based
crimes, whether the
child's statement was
made of their own
free will should be
specifically evaluated.

The lack of criminal
responsibility is
frequently used as

a reason for non-
prosecution decisions.

While criminal
liability is waived for
the perpetrator, a
protection gap arises
for the victimized
child.

Social services and
monitoring mechanisms
must be mandatory in
cases resulting in non-
prosecution.

Children are forced
to give statements
multiple times during
the investigation
process.

Risk of secondary
victimization and
violation of child-
friendly justice
principles.

Children's statements
should be taken once,
with the assistance of an
expert, and recorded.
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Report Finding

Inadequacy of
child-specific
judicial facilities and
infrastructure.

Identified
Structural Issue

The judicial process
becoming traumatic
for children.

Policy/Implementation

Recommendation

Prosecution and

court environments
should be made
child-friendly, and
child-specific facilities
should be expanded.

There are no child-
specific detention
centers or educational
facilities in Sanliurfa.

The transfer of
children to other
provinces and the
severing of social ties.

Child-specific
detention and
education facilities
should be established
in Sanliurfa.

Child deaths are
largely preventable.

Lack of supervision
and inadequate
protective
mechanisms.

Effective oversight
mechanisms should
be established to
combat child labor
and ensure public
safety.

There are foreign
children among the
victims of sexual
abuse.

Migrant children are
disadvantaged in
terms of access to
justice and protective
mechanisms.

Child protection and
access to justice
mechanisms for
migrant and refugee
children should be
strengthened.

Firearm use poses a
risk in child deaths.

The social
normalization of gqun
ownership and the
lack of deterrence.

Preventive and
deterrent measures
against firearm

use should be
strengthened.

OCAS and CMK data
are fragmented and
inconsistent.

The lack of a reqular
data infrastructure
to inform policy
development.

OCAS and CMK data
should be regularly
analyzed by age,
gender, and district.

Monitoring activities
are project-based and
discontinuous.

The visibility and
continuity of rights
violations cannot be
ensured.

Child Rights Violations Monitoring Report

Monitoring reports on
children's rights should
be made periodic.
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